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certain grade. The Lincoln State Government of Louisiana
and a similar one in Arkansas were allowed to stand.

On the 29th of May, the President issued an Executive
Order appointing W. W. Holden provisional governor of
North Carolina, and prescribing certain duties to be per-
formed by him; among others that of calling a convention
to be chosen by the loyal people of the state for the pur-
pose of altering or amending the state constitution, and
forming a government fit to be recognized and defended
by the Government of the United States. Following the
precedent made by Lincoln in the Louisiana case, the
qualifications of voters at the election of delegates to
the convention were fixed and declared to be those "pre-
scribed by the constitution and laws of North Carolina
in force immediately before the 20th day of May, 1861, the
date of the so-called ordinance of secession," excepting,
however, certain classes of whites. Similar orders fol-
lowed in rapid succession for reorganizing Mississippi,
Georgia, Texas, Alabama, South Carolina, and Florida,
the last one bearing date July 18,1865. Before the form
of the order was adopted, a vote had been taken in the
Cabinet on the question whether negroes should be
allowed to vote in the election of Delegates. Of the six
members present, three had voted in the affirmative and
three in the negative. Seward was not present, being still
confined to his bed by the wounds inflicted on him the
night when Lincoln was assassinated. The President then
took the matter in his own hands, and at the next meet-
ing of the Cabinet read the North Carolina order and none
of the members offered any objection to it.

Thus Reconstruction had been mapped out, so far as
the executive branch of the Government was concerned,
before the Thirty-ninth Congress assembled.
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